
   
 

  
 

 
 
     
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

[Date] 
 
[Industry Company] 
[Contact Name] 
[Address] 
[Address] 
 
 
Dear [  ], 
 
For decades, the relationship between industry and orthopaedic surgeons has been cooperative 
and constructive. We have strived to promote our mutual goals of education and innovation, 
and ultimately define, enhance, and sustain quality, cost effective surgical care to patients 
around the world.  
 
In recent years, our interactions to support and grow our key missions of education and 
research have been impacted by increasing oversight and regulation by the government. 
Through the resulting restrictions, burdensome reporting requirements, and increasing 
downward budgetary pressures, these events have had the unintended consequence of 
jeopardizing or decreasing the ability to educate the next generation of orthopaedic surgeons. 
The evolving Covid-19 pandemic further challenges the orthopaedic community’s efforts to 
effectively educate orthopaedic surgeons and our collaboration is more crucial than ever. 
 
Established in 2008 to ameliorate the effects of these reforms, OMeGA Medical Grants 
Association (OMeGA) is recognized as an important third-party grants administrator for 
orthopaedic graduate medical education (GME) across all subspecialties. OMeGA’s goals are to: 
• promote innovation and sustain high quality orthopaedic GME, 
• award graduate medical education grants through an accessible, merit-based process, 
• safeguard against conflicts of interest, maintain regulatory compliance, and ensure 

transparency in the allocation of resources, and 
• ensure a consistent funding application that can be customized to align with subspecialty 

priorities, to provide a simple solution for both orthopaedic programs and donors. 
 

The goal of educating the very best orthopaedic surgeons for the future remains paramount. 
Unfortunately, this pandemic crisis may require teaching programs to incur increased costs--
including additional equipment and new procedures to keep medical staff and patients safe. 
Institutional budgets that were already dwindling may be shifted from orthopaedics to deal 
with regional Covid-19 surges. Additional funding is greatly needed to support every worthy 
orthopaedic GME program in the United States. 
 
We must properly train enough specialists to provide the care that is needed, no matter what 
happens on a short-term, political basis in Washington. The cost of healthcare made up 17.7% 
of US GDP in 2018 and is predicted to increase in the coming years1—while the number of 
uninsured Americans has also risen. This behooves the orthopaedic community, including 
providers, industry, and professional associations, to efficiently work together to ensure that  
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the needs of musculoskeletal patients are met and that the correct number of properly trained orthopaedic 
surgeons are educated. Please join us in reinforcing the viability of the best orthopaedic educational system in 
the world by supporting OMeGA and orthopaedic GME. If your company already supports education with 
OMeGA, thank you. 
 
OMeGA continues to receive many meritorious grant requests that go unfunded; please carefully consider your 
contribution to ensure that the number of surgeons trained in the future and the quality of this training is 
maintained. This is critically important given the uncertainty in the US healthcare system, increasingly fractured 
payment and provision systems, and the growing number of patients with musculoskeletal problems. 
 
Our best regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joseph A. Bosco, III, MD, FAAOS, President 
American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons 

 
 
Kevin P. Black, MD, President 
OMeGA Medical Grants Association 
 

Theodore W. Parsons, III, MD, FACS, FAOA, President 
The American Orthopaedic Association 

David F. Martin, MD, Executive Medical Director 
American Board of Orthopaedic Surgery 

Richard F. Kyle, MD, President 
Orthopaedic Research and Education Foundation 

Nash H. Naam, MD, President 
American Association for Hand Surgery 

C. Lowry Barnes, MD, President 
American Association of Hip and Knee Surgeons 

Michael G. Ciccotti, MD, President 
American Orthopaedic Society for Sports Medicine 

Mark A. Frankle, MD, President 
American Shoulder and Elbow Surgeons 

Andrei Krassioukov, MD, PhD, President 
American Spinal Injury Association 

John M. Rhee, MD, President 
Cervical Spine Research Society 

Kevin C. Chung, MD, MS, President 
American Society for Surgery of the Hand 
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1 “NHE Fact Sheet,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, https://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-
Systems/Statistics-Trends-and-Reports/NationalHealthExpendData/NHE-Fact-Sheet, (March 24, 2020)  

Robert L. Barrack, MD, President 
The Hip Society 

Eric W. Carson, MD, President 
J. Robert Gladden Orthopaedic Society 

John J. Callaghan, MD, President 
The Knee Society 

Austin T. Fragomen, MD, President 
Limb Lengthening and Reconstruction Society 

Raj D. Rao, MD, MBA, President 
Lumbar Spine Research Society 

Susan Chubinskaya, PhD, President 
Orthopaedic Research Society 

Carol D. Morris, MD, President 
Musculoskeletal Tumor Society 

Eeric Truumees, MD, President 
North American Spine Society 

Michael G. Vitale, MD, MPH, President 
Pediatric Orthopaedic Society of North America 

Dawn LaPorte, MD, President 
Ruth Jackson Orthopaedic Society 

CDR Lance E. LeClere, MD, President 
Society of Military Orthopaedic Surgeons 

Muharrem Yazici, MD, President 
Scoliosis Research Society 

Angela Hewlett, MD, MS, President 
Musculoskeletal Infection Society 


